
 

Jean Gross CBE, 2016 



  

www.sealcommunity.org  2 





• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ia4w9ud
D5a8 
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For class and subject teachers  - 
how their lessons can be adapted 
to fit the child, rather than 
expecting there will be an ever-
present additional adult there to fit 
the child into the lesson.  



From the learner’s point of view, 
if educational change does not 
happen in classrooms then it 
does not happen 

 
Professor Charles Desforges 



 Linking to learners own experiences/making 
concepts concrete and ‘real’  

 How memory works 

 Supporting or providing alternatives to 
written recording 

 Using assistive technology 

 Helping children be independent  

 

 





“Oh I know what you mean”, 
he exclaimed. “You mean b--
-er all, don’t you!” 



 Linking to learners own 
experiences/making concepts concrete 
and ‘real’  
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big elephants 
can’t always 
use small 
exits 



 Linking to learners own 
experiences/making concepts concrete 
and ‘real’  

 How memory works 
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Literacy mats 



 Text readers 
 Sound files of 

information/instructions,  
key texts, revision notes 

 Predictive word 
processing, 
spellchecking, on screen 
word grids 

 Tools to make ‘to do’ 
lists and give reminders 
 
 



 Linking to learners own 
experiences/making concepts concrete 
and ‘real’  

 How memory works 

 Supporting or providing alternatives to 
written recording 

 Using assistive technology 

 Helping children be independent  
 

 





Help Desk/Stuck PowerPoint/Post Its 

http://cheneyagilitytoolkit.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/help-deskvolunteers.html?q=think+tax






• Scaffolding comprehension 

• Scaffolding expression by using expansions 
and recasts 

•  Teaching children listening skills, including 
seeking clarification 

• Scaffolding expression using talk frames 

• Teaching vocabulary  

 

What every teacher needs to know –
speech, language and communication 
needs 



Imagine yourself in Spain ...  

• You’re in a restaurant and don’t understand 
much Spanish – the waiter speaks no English-  
what would help? 





A laminated vocabulary mat 

 
bar chart  

pie chart 
 

line graph 

 
 
 
 
 
 

x-axis   independent 
variable 
y-axis  dependent 
variable 

 

 

 
 

graphs 

 
 
graph scale  



Routines- Games kit 

 



Maths Wheel: 



Visual 

timetables 



Back in Spain 

• You’ve been there a few weeks and you 
understand a bit of the language 

• What will help you? 



Ten second rule  

 

 



Expansions and recasts  

Context Child Typical adult 
response 

Much better if...... 

5 year old 
looking at 
book about 
sea creatures 
 

Look at that 
whale 
 

What else 
can you see? 
 

It’s a giant blue 
whale , I think. 
Swimming in 
the ocean. 

3 year old 
watching 
television 

Its Direman 
Sam 
 

No…  
Fireman Sam 

Yes, Fireman 
Sam’s coming 
to the rescue 



Expansions and recasts 

Child Typical adult 
response 

Much better if...... 

She were 
going on at 
me 

She was 
going on at 
you … 

OK,  she was going on at 
you.... , or 
OK,  she was going on at 
you, criticising you.. ’, or  
‘OK, she was going on at 
you. I wonder what that 
was about?’  
 
 



• Scaffolding comprehension 

• Scaffolding expression by using expansions 
and recasts 

•  Teaching children listening skills, including 
seeking clarification 

• Scaffolding expression using talk frames 

• Teaching vocabulary  

 

What every teacher needs to know –
speech, language and communication 
needs 





Talk frames 

Year 1 

• They are the 
same 
because…………
……… 

• They are 
different 
because…………
………is…………an
d…………is………
…… 

 

Year xxx  … 

• In some ways………and…..are alike. For 
instance they both……………………….. 

• Another feature they have in common 
is that……………………… 

• However they also differ in that…. For 
example……………..whereas……………. 

• The similarities/differences seem 
more important than the 
similarities/differences because……. 



What it sounds like 

Begins 

with: 

Sound: 

Letter: 

 

Rhymes 

with: 

 

 

Ends with : 

Sound: 

Letter: 

 

Number of 

syllables: 

 

 



What it means 

How does 

it feel? 

Sign/symb

ol 

 

What do 

you do 

with it? 

What does 

it look like? 

 

Where do 

you find it? 

What 

category is 

it? 



Put it in a sentence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Words that go with it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 How to use listening and calm down systems 

 How to create classrooms where children feel 
they belong and receive peer support 

 How to build relationships with children who challenge 

 How to catch children being good 

 How to respond to misbehaviour using language of 
choice and consequences, saying  what you want the 
child to do, rather than what you don’t, labelling the 
behaviour but not the pupil  



Listening systems 



Emotional 
barometers  
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 How to use listening and calm down 
systems 

 How to create classrooms where children 
feel they belong and receive peer 
support 
 





Calming down tables  

have smooth pebbles,  

shells, intricate patterns 

to colour in, posters  

about peaceful problem 

 solving, worry boxes  

and slips for children to 

 use if there has been  

an incident that has  

upset them and that  

needs to be resolved. 

 





INSTANT CHILLS  
Stop and think – count to 6 
Breath slowly and deeply   

Walk away  
Think calm thoughts  

Distract yourself – sing, hum, look out of the window 
Do something physical – close eyes, bite lip, flex fingers  

 
THE BIGGER CHILL  

Take some exercise – run, walk, football, dance 
Think positive – replace angry/anxious thoughts with kind/calm ones 
Relax – do something else you like – draw, sudoku, computer game, 

music 
Talk – to friends, phone, text, msn, e-mail etc. 

 



 How to use listening and calm down 
systems 

 How to create classrooms where children 
feel they belong and receive peer 
support 
 







Class charters  Circle Games 
            Paper-Chains with each 

person’s name on      Birthday 
celebrations  

Welcome packs Secret friends  
Name Games Quizzes     
  Group challenges   Home 
group flags  jigsaw 
pictures  

    Calming down posters  
Welcome PPT Presentations 
Songs – ‘Consider 
Yourself’   

 



 Structure activities to ensure 
everybody has a chance to work with 
everyone else 

 Use mix-up games (e.g. circle games)  

 Have a programme of ‘getting to 
know you’ activities (e.g. Pingo)  

 Hall of fame – celebrate everyone’s 
achievement  

 Secret friends/class listeners 
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So what does outstanding 
leadership look like? How can 
leaders make sure that every 
teacher can create classrooms 
like these?  



Carrot or stick? 



 

 The quality of teaching for pupils with 
SEN, and the progress made by pupils, 
should be a core part of the school’s 
performance management 
arrangements and its approach to 
professional development for all 
teaching and support staff.  









I’m Darren 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What people like and admire about 
me 

Things I’m good 
at 

Things I find 
hard 

What teachers 
can do to help 

Resources I need 

 
 
 
 

• Explain words 
to me 

• Always be fair 

• Calm-down 
place and 
exit cards 





 http://www.helensandersonassociates.co.uk/
person-centred-practice/person-centred-
thinking-tools/ 



How to make change happen 

• Get the children to film what helps them (and 
what doesn’t) 

• Get teachers to see what it feels like 

• Provide practical ideas and resources that 
won’t take too much time 

 



@Humannotrobots @Humannotrobots 
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 Joint planning - the ideal 

 Surgeries and drop ins 

 Strategy sheets – highlight a few strategies 
for a particular child, ask practitioner to try 
them out and review with you 

 



 Keep it on the boil- give people time to talk 
about what they have done , and share 
successes  

 Be creative – prize for best differentiation 
strategy 




